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Baroness Chakrabarti has tabled an amendment to the Health and Social Care Bill that
would waive UK registered patents and intellectual property rights on vaccines and
medicines if another pandemic were declared by WHO. The justification is that it is
“immoral” to hinder generic vaccine production in the global south (including Africa,
Asia and Latin America) by local manufacturers “who - with knowledge-sharing and
patent waiving — could produce MRNA [sic] vaccines.” This amendment merely supports
the proposition that with respect to IPRs (and any scientific terminology), as far as UK
parliamentarians are concerned hic sunt dracones.



