IP ITeasers

“Celebrity chefs'
Conundrums*

Michael Edenborough QC

IP ITeasers Post 015:
Celebrity chefs’ conundrums

Celebrity chefs Chloe Coscarelli and Tom Colicchio are at spatulas drawn against ESquared,
a restaurant group that has alleged infringement by the chefs of the trade mark By Chloe.
That dispute is panning out in NY. Trade marks are the simplest form of IP protection for a
restaurant’s name or signature dish. Copyright can be used to protect a written recipe, and
might even protect some dazzling gateaux creations as works of artistic craftsmanship (have
you ever watched TGBBO and stared open-mouthed at the works of art that are produced?).
However, it is a step too far for copyright to protect the final result per se. Regardless,
confidential information holds sway in the kitchen to ensure that no-one, not even a
favoured son, can steal a grandmother’s secret ingredient for ... (fill in your own favourite
home-cooked delight that no-one can make as well as the original).



