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Welcome to the first morsel in Serle Court’s ‘IP ITeasers’. In this post, “Chess Checks
Copyright?!", Michael Edenborough QC looks at a Parisian court case where World Chess
successfully sued chess24 over its real-time feed of chess games. The result is important,
because it allowed World Chess to exercise the exclusive right to broadcast live games, and
so relegate others to a delayed feed of events. It is unclear if the case were predicated upon
claiming copyright infringement in the chess moves themselves, which would be akin to
claiming that set pieces in football (such as corners) are copyright works and so protectable
as such. Chess is becoming increasingly commercialised, and World Chess has been set up as
the official organiser for the Grand Prix series played under the auspices of FIDE to realise
the financial potential of the game. The next big chess showdown is between the reigning
world champion Magnus Carlsen and lan Nepomniachtchi in Dubai later this month.
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