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Contact
6 New Square
Lincoln’s Inn, London, WC2A 3QS

DX 1025 LDE
Telephone +44 (0) 20 7242 6105
Fax +44 (0) 20 7405 4004

Out of hours
Nick Hockney: +44 (0)7702 159953
Dan Wheeler: +44 (0)7714 853641

General enquiries
clerks@serlecourt.co.uk

Jonathan Adkin KC is a leading Silk at the Chancery and Commercial Bar.

His high-profile practice spans a wide range of fields in international and domestic chancery and commercial law. He appears
regularly in the High Court and appellate Courts in England, in domestic and international arbitrations, and in international
commercial Courts and offshore jurisdictions including Bermuda, the Bahamas, the BVI, the DIFC and Gibraltar.

In the leading legal directories (Chambers & Partners and Legal 500), Jonathan holds rankings across nine practice areas,
encompassing Commercial Dispute Resolution, Commercial Chancery, Civil Fraud, Trusts and Probate, Company, Banking and
Finance, Insolvency, Partnership and Offshore.

Jonathan was named the Chancery Silk of the Year at the Legal 500 Awards for 2022 and shortlisted for the same award in 2023 and
2024. He was named Trusts and Probate Silk of the Year at the Legal 500 Awards for 2017. He was shortlisted for Commercial
Dispute Resolution Silk of the year at the Chambers and Partners UK Bar Awards 2024. He has also been recognised as one of The
Lawyer magazine’s “Hot 100 Lawyers”.

Expertise

Commercial Litigation
Jonathan has been involved in some of the largest commercial disputes to come before the English Courts, and his cases regularly
appear amongst The Lawyer magazine’s top 20 cases of the year.

Jonathan Adkin KC
 
Call: 1997   |  Silk: 2013
 

'He's a brilliant advocate who offers good judgment and good
analysis. Judges like him and he pitches the case just right' and 'is
able to cut through the most complex disputes with ease'.
 
CHAMBERS & PARTNERS
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Recent Cases

Mozambique v Credit Suisse & Others [2023] 1 WLR 2428, [2023] EWHC 1650 (Comm) – Jonathan acted for the Republic of
Mozambique in a multi-billion dollar claim in the Commercial Court against a number of banks and an Abu-Dhabi based
shipbuilder arising out of the ‘tuna bonds’ scandal, tried over three months from October 2023. One of The Lawyer
magazine’s Top 20 Cases of 2023.

PIFSS v Al Rajaan [2022] 1 WLR 4193, [2020] EWHC 2979 (Comm) – Jonathan acted for one of the defendants in an $800
million Commercial Court claim by a Kuwaiti government agency alleging that multiple defendants engaged in bribery and
corruption over a decades long period. One of The Lawyer magazine’s Top 20 Cases of 2020.

Re Bulb Energy Ltd [2022] EWHC 3105 (Ch) – Jonathan acted for British Gas in a high-profile action in the High Court
concerning the collapse and administration of one of the UK’s largest energy suppliers and the transfer of its business to
another energy company.

Winston Wong v Grand View PTC & Others [2022] SC (Bda) 44 Com – Jonathan acted for the trustees of five trusts in a multi-
billion dollar action in the Bermuda Supreme Court and Court of Appeal.

Magdeev v Tsvetkov and Others [2020] EWHC 887 (Comm) – Jonathan acted for one of the defendants at the trial of a multi-
million pound Commercial Court dispute between Russian oligarchs in which each side claimed to have been defrauded by
the other in relation to the operation of a very high value jewellery business.

Civil Fraud
Civil fraud makes up a substantial part of Jonathan’s practice, and he has been involved in some of the largest fraud cases to come
before the English and offshore courts.

Recent Cases

Republic of Mozambique v Credit Suisse & Others [2023] 1 WLR 2428 – Jonathan acted for the Republic in a multi-billion
claim in the Commercial Court by the Republic of Mozambique against a number of banks and an Abu-Dhabi based
shipbuilder arising out of the ‘Tuna bonds’ scandal, involving allegations of bribery and breach of fiduciary duty in the
awarding of major procurement contracts, which was tried over three months from October 2023. One of The Lawyer
magazine’s Top 20 Cases of 2023.

PIFFS v Al Rajaan & Others [2022] 1 WLR 4193, [2020] EWHC 2979 (Comm) – Jonathan acted for one of the defendants in an
$800 million Commercial Court claim by a Kuwaiti government agency, alleging that multiple defendants engaged in bribery
and corruption over a decades long period. One of The Lawyer magazine’s Top 20 Cases of 2020.

Magdeev v Tsvetkov & Others [2020] EWHC 887 (Comm) – Jonathan acted for one of the defendants at the trial of a multi-
million pound Commercial Court dispute between Russian oligarchs in which each side claims to have been defrauded by
the other in relation to the operation of a very high value jewellery business.

Libyan Investment Authority v King [2020] EWHC 440 (ch) – Jonathan acted for the defendants in a multi-million pound
action alleging fraudulent misrepresentations in relation to a major property development.

Yukos Finance B.V v Lynch & Others [2019] EWHC 2621 (Comm) – Jonathan acted for one of the defendants in a high profile
multi-million dollar action in the Commercial Court by the liquidators of Yukos Oil against multiple defendants involved in the
acquisition of one of its subsidiaries through an allegedly rigged auction. One of The Lawyer magazine’s Top 20 Cases of
2019.
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Trusts & Probate
Jonathan regularly acts in high-profile and high-value trusts and probate actions both in England and offshore, and was named
Trusts and Probate Silk of the Year at the Legal 500 awards for 2017.

Recent Cases

Winston Wong v Grand View PTC & Others [2022] SC (Bda) 44 Com – Jonathan acted for the principal defendants in the six-
month trial of an action in the Supreme Court of Bermuda in which it was alleged that five Bermuda purpose trusts worth
several billion dollars were invalid because of failures to comply with the requisite formalities requirements.

Re Global Resource Trust [2022] UKPC 47 – Jonathan acted for the defendant before the Privy Council in a high value claim
to assets held by a Bermuda trust which concerned allegations of the use of trust powers for an impermissible purpose.

Re A Trust (2023) – Jonathan acts in an offshore dispute relating to a high value trust concerning the validity of appointments
to the role of trust protector.

JSC Mezhdunarodniy Promyshlenniy Bank v Pugachev [2016] 1 WLR 160 – Jonathan acted for an appellant before the Court
of Appeal in a high-profile action concerning disclosure obligations relating to discretionary trusts under freezing orders.

Williams v Central Bank of Nigeria [2014] AC 1189 – Jonathan acted as lead counsel for the Claimant in the leading Supreme
Court authority on the applicable limitation period for accessory liability in breach of trust claims.

Company
Jonathan has extensive experience of company disputes and advising on company law matters, both in the English Courts and
offshore.

Recent Cases

Re Jardine Strategic Holdings Ltd [2023] SC (Bda) 8 Civ – Jonathan is acting for the petitioners in a very high value appraisal
action in the Bermuda Supreme Court concerning the valuation of a minority shareholding in a large global conglomerate
which has been taken private.

Re 58.com – Jonathan is acting for the minority shareholders in a high value share valuation action in the Cayman Grand
Court involving a prominent Chinese business.

Re Bulb Energy Ltd [2022] EWHC 3105 (Ch) – Jonathan acted for British Gas in a high-profile action in the High Court
concerning the collapse and administration of one of the UK’s largest energy suppliers and the transfer of its business to
another energy company.

Re Changyou.com Ltd CICA (Civil) Appeal No 6 of 2021 – Jonathan acts for the respondents in a high-profile Cayman dispute
before the Privy Council concerning an important and novel issue of Cayman company law.

Re Nord Anglia (Cayman Grand Court, March 2020) – Jonathan acted for the petitioners in one of the largest offshore share
value appraisal cases in recent years, brought under s.238 fo the Cayman Companies Act.
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Insolvency & Restructuring
Jonathan has acted in a number of high-profile insolvency matters, including the litigation arising from the collapse of Halliwells and
Glasgow Rangers.

Recent Cases

Re Bulb Energy Ltd [2022] EWHC 3105 (Ch) – Jonathan acted in a high-profile action in the High Court concerning the
collapse and administration of one of the UK’s largest energy suppliers and the transfer of its business to another energy
company.

Yukos Finance B.V v Lynch & Others [2019] EWHC 2621 (Comm) – Jonathan acted for one of the defendants at the trial of a
high profile multi-million dollar action in the Commercial Court by the liquidators of Yukos Oil against multiple defendants
involved in the acquisition of one of its subsidiaries through an allegedly rigged auction.

Glasgow Rangers Football Club Plc (in liquidation) v Collyer Bristow & Ors [2015] – Jonathan acted as lead counsel for one of
the Defendants in a multi-million pound dispute arising from the collapse of Glasgow Rangers football club. One of The
Lawyer magazine’s top 20 cases of 2013.

Belltrey v Victor Chandler Ltd [2014] (Chancery Division) – Jonathan acted as lead counsel for the Claimant in a multi-million
pound corporate insolvency dispute concerning the well-known gaming business.

Partnership
Jonathan has acted in and advised on a number of partnership disputes.

Recent Cases

Fennel v Haliwells LLP [2014] EWHC 2744 – Jonathan acted as lead counsel for the claimant in a complex dispute
concerning the collapse of the well-known Manchester law firm.

W v S [2014] 21 IoM – Jonathan acted as lead counsel for the Defendants in a multi-million pound dispute concerning the
operation of an Isle of Man limited partnership.

Berwin v Schneider [2013] (Chancery Division) – Jonathan acted as lead counsel for the Claimant in a high value solicitors’
partnership dispute arising out of an allegedly fraudulent partnership agreement.

International
Jonathan has a substantial offshore practice and regularly appears before the Courts in a number of offshore jurisdictions including
in Bermuda, the Bahamas, the BVI, Gibraltar and the DIFC.

Recent Cases

Winston Wong v Grand View PTC & Others [2022] SC (Bda) 44 Com – Jonathan acted for the principal defendants in the six
month trial of an action in the Supreme Court of Bermuda in which it was alleged that five Bermuda purpose trusts worth
several billion dollars were invalid because of failures to comply with the requisite formalities requirements.
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Re Jardine Strategic Holdings Ltd [2023] SC (Bda) 8 Civ – Jonathan is acting for the petitioners in a very high value appraisal
action in the Bermuda Supreme Court concerning the valuation of a minority shareholding in a large global conglomerate
which has been taken private.

Re 58.com (2022) – Jonathan is acting for the minority shareholders in a high value share valuation action in the Cayman
Grand Court involving a prominent Chinese business.

Re Changyou.com Ltd CICA (Civil) Appeal No 6 of 2021 – Jonathan acts for the respondents in a high-profile Cayman dispute
before the Privy Council concerning an important and novel issue of Cayman company law.

Re A Trust (2023) – Jonathan acts in a Bahamas dispute relating to a high value trust concerning the validity of appointments
to the role of trust protector.

Arbitrators
Jonathan frequently appears in domestic and international arbitrations, including under the rules of the ICC and LCIA.

Testimonials
“'He's a brilliant advocate who offers good judgment and good analysis. Judges like him and he pitches the case just right' and 'is
able to cut through the most complex disputes with ease'.”

Chambers & Partners

“Jonathan is so nice to work with, as he's very collaborative and so relaxed. He is also really good at the judgement calls and
identifying the issues in a case.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Jonathan is one of the finest advocates at the Bar and a steady hand on the tiller.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Jonathan's advocacy is amongst the best at the Chancery Bar. ”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Absolutely super and someone with excellent judgement; he is ruthless at discarding the weaker points. Jonathan is a very
disciplined and competent trial advocate.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Jonathan Adkin is extremely impressive. He gives a clear view, he's approachable and contactable, and he is interested in your
view. Also, his advocacy is exceptional.”
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Chambers & Partners 2026

“Jonathan is a masterful advocate and an excellent leader.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Jonathan Adkin is one of the best. He is extremely clever and very good with the law.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Always available, extremely clever and someone who goes for the killer point, he's a bulldozer of an advocate. In terms of
contactability, he's a dream silk.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Jonathan Adkin KC is extremely good.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Jonathan is brilliant in court. He is unbelievably quick at assimilating information and always crystal clear in his analysis.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Jonathan Adkin KC is an extremely effective cross examiner.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“He is always available, extremely clever and goes for the killer point.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“A great advocate who will bring the judge round on tricky issues.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Jonathan is a very effective advocate and a great litigation tactician.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Jonathan is extremely industrious and has the valuable ability to sort out good points from bad ones. His oral arguments in court
are well presented, structured and pithy.”

Chambers & Partners 2026
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“Jonathan is easy to work with and responsive, and he knows everything about the sector. He is also a superb drafter and an all-
around impressive advocate.”

Chambers & Partners 2025

“Jonathan is very good and lovely to work with. He doesn't get thrown by the ups and downs of litigation.”

Chambers & Partners 2025

“Jonathan is a strong advocate who is effective in fending off opponents' attacks. He is laser-focused on what will move the judge,
aware of client pressures and works hard to make himself available.”

Chambers & Partners 2025

“Jonathan is never afraid to roll his sleeves up. He has a great combination of a fine legal mind, great judgement and a fighting spirit.
Clients really warm to his engaging style.”

Chambers & Partners 2025

“Jonathan Adkin does brilliantly dealing with technical and complex cases.”

Chambers & Partners 2025

“Jonathan offers exceptional clarity of analysis. He is a tenacious advocate whose reputation speaks for itself - he's one of the pre-
eminent Chancery advocates in the market.”

Chambers & Partners 2025

“Jonathan is a very strong advocate, who is particularly effective in fending off attacks from opponents and maintaining the
confidence of the court. He has laser focus.”

Chambers & Partners 2025

“Jonathan is very clever and is a very pugnacious advocate.”

Chambers & Partners 2025

“Jonathan is brilliant. He is really good in court and gives really good advice.”

Chambers & Partners 2025

“Jonathan has a huge intellect and is very hard-working and a brilliant lawyer.”

Legal 500 2025
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“Jonathan has an impressive ability to reduce complicated matters to their essence for the court. He is one of the most persuasive
advocates at the Bar today.”

Legal 500 2025

“Jonathan commands the court’s attention with deft and precise submissions, allied to an unerring ability to come up with a pithy
phrase encapsulating the point he is seeking to make.”

Legal 500 2025

“He can cut through complicated issues to deliver practical advice and pithy submissions with ease.”

Legal 500 2025

“Jonathan is an exceptional barrister. He is superb on his feet and is a great member of the team. Definitely someone you want on
your side.”

Legal 500 2025

Appointments
Called to the British Virgin Islands Bar

Called ad hoc to the Bars of Gibraltar & Bermuda

Recommendations
Commercial Dispute Resolution, Chancery: commercial, Fraud: civil, Company, Offshore (Chambers & Partners UK Bar 2024)

Commercial Dispute Resolution, Commercial Chancery, Offshore (Chambers Global 2024)

Commercial Litigation, Civil Fraud, Private client: trusts and probate, Company, Insolvency, Partnership, Banking and
Finance, English Bar Offshore (The Legal 500 2023)

Memberships
Commercial Bar Association
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Education & Qualifications
Dip. Law, City University

MA (Hons), Balliol College, Oxford

BSB Registration
Jonathan William Adkin KC

VAT Number
740270758


