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DX 1025 LDE
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Out of hours
Nick Hockney: +44 (0)7702 159953
Dan Wheeler: +44 (0)7714 853641

General enquiries
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Lance Ashworth KC is recognised as a leading silk with a commercial and chancery practice, having a particular focus on company
law, shareholder disputes and unfair prejudice claims.

He is recommended by Chambers & Partners UK and Global, the Legal 500, Lexology, and The Best Lawyers in the United Kingdom.

Additionally, he has substantial expertise in international litigation, civil multi-jurisdictional fraud and insolvency cases. He has a firm
grasp of the commercial realities of any litigation and understands clients’ needs and wishes.

Lance’s expertise in company and commercial matters is both at first instance and on appeal including unfair prejudice petitions,
having appeared in the Supreme Court in Zedra v THG, the key decision as to limitation periods, and in 2 of the leading Court of
Appeal cases in the last few years: Loveridge v Loveridge and The Hut Group (No 1); breach of duty claims include Wickers v
Humbles which was heard in 2024 for 7 weeks in the Isle of Man (one of the longest cases in the Isle of Man in recent years), and
the appeal in the same matter in March 2026; share warranty claims, hedge fund claims and professional negligence cases.

Lance’s fraud practice is both international and domestic and at present includes acting for the liquidators of the insolvent
companies as the victims of the directors’ fraud in a number of Quincecare claims, including the leading case of Arena TV v Bank of
Scotland, and Denaro (Uk) Ltd v Barclays Bank. He has acted for a Malian gold mine seeking to set aside a settlement agreement on
the grounds of it having been induced by fraud; Hummingbird Resources, for clients alleged to have defeated a claim by the
production of forged documents; Taylor v Khodabakhsh. He has dealt with a substantial number of freezing orders, again both
domestic and international.

In insolvency matters, Lance deals with both corporate and personal insolvency. In 2022, he undertook the energy suppliers’ failure
case: Croxen v GEMA dealing with liabilities of the failed companies for renewables obligations and Suppliers of Last Resort, and
was successful in Orca v Dusoruth in establishing that where a bankruptcy order was made on the basis of what turned out to be an
unliquidated debt, the Court retained a discretion not to annul the bankruptcy. He acts both for and against insolvency practitioners
in claims against former directors, accountants and others, as well as having done a substantial number of cases involving more
technical issues that arise under the Insolvency Act 1986.

Lance was appointed a Deputy High Court Judge of the Chancery Division from 2016 and again in 2023 and is authorized in addition
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to sit in the London Circuit Commercial Court. He has been a Recorder since 2005, sitting in both the civil and criminal jurisdictions.

Expertise

Commercial Litigation
Lance is, and has been, involved in many commercial disputes, both international and domestic. The matters are generally
contractually based but include fraudulent claims. In addition, Lance frequently advises accountants appointed as experts under
Share Purchase Agreements on the legal interpretation of such contracts. Key cases of interest over the last few years have
involved many multi-million-pound actions.

Recent Cases

Arena TV v Bank of Scotland Plc [2025] EWHC 3036 – Quincecare claim alleging the bank debited the bank account by in
excess of £238 million on the basis of unauthorized payment instructions.

Denaro (UK) Ltd v Barclays Bank Plc – A Quincecare claim alleging the bank debited the bank account by in excess of £50
million on the basis of unauthorized payment instructions in addition to a dishonest assistance claim

Culina Group Ltd v Thomas van Mourik – A claim by the purchasers of Eddie Stobart companies against the former Chief
Executive and the former Deputy Chief Executive (William Stobart, for whom Lance acts) alleging their involvement in a
number of corrupt schemes.

Kitopi Catering Services v Mons Hospitality – A claim in the DIFC arising out of an alleged breach of the main service
contract for Cop 28 in Dubai.

Richardson v Hottinger – A claim arising from the collapse of Wasps Rugby Club, alleging breaches of duties owed by
Hottinger as the claimant’s private family office.

African Mining Services Mali v Societe de Mines de Komana SA v Hummingbird Resources Plc – A claim to set aside a
settlement agreement on the basis of fraudulent misrepresentation and a $400 million counterclaim (reported at [2023]
EWHC 2746 (Comm) on security for costs).

Guy’s & St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust & Anor. v ESMS Global Limited & Ors [2022] EWHC 2491 (Comm) – A claim
arising out of the privatization of a former NHS owned business providing a 24-hour emergency response service to the
pharmaceutical industry and a 24-hour advice service to veterinary professionals and the establishment of an employee
benefits trust.

Taylor v Khodabakhsh [2021] EWHC 655 (Ch) – Refusal of proprietary and freezing injunctions against the defendant, for
whom Lance acted.

Zedra Trust Co (Jersey) Ltd v Hut Group Ltd [2019] EWHC 2191 (Comm) – Expert determination in share purchase
agreement.

Civil Fraud
Lance has advised and appeared in fraud and bribery cases over many years, some of which have had international elements and
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the majority of which have involved the obtaining of freezing and other injunctive relief.

Recent Cases

Arena TV v Bank of Scotland Plc [2025] EWHC 3036 – Quincecare claim alleging the bank debited the bank account by in
excess of £238 million on the basis of the fraud of the directors.

Denaro (UK) Ltd v Barclays Bank Plc – Quincecare claim alleging the bank debited the bank account by in excess of £50
million on the basis of fraud of the directors in addition to a claim that the bank’s employee provided dishonest assistance to
the directors.

Culina Group Ltd v Thomas van Mourik – A claim by the purchasers of Eddie Stobart companies against the former Chief
Executive and the former Deputy Chief Executive (William Stobart, for whom Lance acts) alleging their involvement in a
number of corrupt schemes.

Wickers v Humbles – A claim by investors in the Isle of Man in respect of the redevelopment of super-prime properties in
Regents Park, alleging fraudulent misrepresentations on the part of the directors, for whom Lance acted, that caused them
to invest. A 7-week trial in 2024 and a 5-day appeal in 2026.

Richardson v Hottinger – A claim arising from the collapse of Wasps Rugby Club, alleging conspiracy between a number of
parties including Hottinger as the claimant’s private family office, resulting in attempted coup to replace the main
shareholder and director.

Taylor v Rhino Overseas Inc [2020] EWCA Civ 353 & [2019] EWHC 1951 (Ch) – Agency, undisclosed principal, unlawful
means conspiracy.

Instant Access Properties v Rosser [2018] EWHC 756 (Ch) – Successfully defending a shadow director in respect of claims
for £35 million for fraudulent trading, dishonest breach of fiduciary duty and unlawful means conspiracy in a 6-week trial.

Insolvency & Restructuring
Having been recommended in the directories for many years for insolvency, Lance continues to act and advise both insolvency
practitioners (in contested and non-contested work) and allegedly delinquent directors. He was the original author of the
precedents section (volume 3) of Mithani’s Directors Disqualification.

Recent Cases

Wickers v Humbles – A claim by investors in the Isle of Man in respect of the collapse of three Isle of Man companies into
liquidation following the redevelopment of super-prime properties in Regents Park, alleging fraudulent misrepresentations
on the part of the directors, for whom Lance acted. A 7-week trial in 2024 and a 5-day appeal in 2026.

Arena TV v Bank of Scotland Plc [2025] EWHC 3036 – Quincecare claim brought by the liquidators of the company (for
whom Lance acts) alleging the bank debited the bank account by in excess of £238 million on the basis of unauthorized
payment instructions.

Denaro (UK) Ltd v Barclays Bank Plc – Quincecare claim brought by the liquidators of the company (for whom Lance acts)
alleging the bank debited the bank account by in excess of £50 million on the basis of unauthorised payment instructions in
addition to a dishonest assistance claim.

LV II Investment Management Limited – A Cayman Islands liquidation following a successful just and equitable winding up,
leaving the company unable to pay the many millions of pounds of costs it both owed and had guaranteed for other
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members of the group.

MV Cayman Ltd – A Cayman Islands claim alleging fraudulent trading brought by the Joint Official Liquidators (for whom
Lance acts) following the collapse of a hotel development company.

Richardson v Hottinger – Acting for the owner and director following the collapse of Wasps Rugby Club into administration
and matters flowing from that.

Croxen v GEMA [2022] EWHC 2862 (Ch) – Landmark case dealing with liabilities of failed energy companies for renewables
obligations and suppliers of last resort.

Dusoruth v Orca Finance UK Limited (in liquidation) [2022] EWHC 2346 (Ch) – Successfully resisting an application to annul
a bankruptcy order which had been wrongly made on the basis of an unliquidated sum.

Instant Access Properties v Rosser [2018] EWHC 756 (Ch) – Successfully defending a shadow director in respect of claims
brought by liquidators for £35 million for fraudulent trading, dishonest breach of fiduciary duty and unlawful means
conspiracy in a 6-week trial.

Company
Lance has acted and advised in very many company related matters, including disputes between shareholders and between
companies and former directors, and cases involving alleged breaches of statutory provisions.

Recent Cases

Zedra Trust Company (Jersey) Ltd v THG Plc [2026] UKSC 6 – The leading case on limitation periods in unfair prejudice
petitions. Lance acted for the Respondent, having successfully persuaded the Court of Appeal (at [2024] EWCA Civ 158) to
overturn 40 years of received wisdom on the issue of limitation periods.

Wickers v Humbles – A claim in respect of the collapse of three Isle of Man companies into liquidation following the
redevelopment of super prime properties in Regents Park, alleging an unlawful distribution made at the behest of the
directors, for whom Lance acted. A 7-week trial in 2024 and a 5-day appeal in 2026.

Re Queenwood Golf Club Ltd – Lance acts for the individual directors in respect of an unfair prejudice petition and a
derivative claim brought by members of the exclusive golf club.

Triathlon Homes Ltd v Get Living Plc – Lance advises Triathlon Homes on its powers and obligations under its shareholders’
agreement in respect of Building Liability Orders relating to the residential property at the Olympic village.

Loveridge v Loveridge [2021] EWCA Civ 1697 – Amendment to unfair prejudice petitions, offers to purchase, striking out and
interim injunctions, in which Lance acted for the successful appellants.

Re The Hut Group Ltd [2021] EWCA Civ 904 – Striking out unfair prejudice petition, in which Lance acted for the successful
appellants.

Loveridge v Loveridge [2020] EWCA Civ 1104 – Interim relief in unfair prejudice petitions and partnership dispute, in which
Lance acted for the successful appellants.

Banking & Financial Services
Lance advises on issues arising out of alleged breaches of the Conduct of Business Rules (“COB”) and Conduct of Business
Sourcebook Rules (“COBS”) and the inter-relationship of these rules and the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000. He has also
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had involvement in potential group litigation arising out of the purchase by Lloyds TSB of HBOS and issues arising out of the
prospectus requirements in FSMA.

Professional Negligence
Lance has considerable experience of professional negligence claims, particularly involving solicitors, accountants and insurance
brokers.

Recent Cases

Richardson v Hottinger – Acting for the owner and director following the collapse of Wasps Rugby club into administration
on a claim of professional negligence by his former solicitors.

Acting for a client whose former solicitors failed to secure shares in a development company into the client’s name, allowing
the client’s manager to retain the development opportunity and profits running to many millions.

Berry Birch & Noble v Putsmans – Acting for Administrators (PWC) a in claim for negligent drafting of a Sale and Purchase
Agreement following the intervention of FSA into IFA network business, leading to the administration of IFA business.

Simon Commercial Investments v AXA Insurance – Acting against insurance brokers for failing to obtain adequate cover in
respect of former industrial premises.

George Wimpey v RSA Geotechnics – Acting for George Wimpey in an action seeking £650k from an expert in geotechnical
and geoenvironmental matters for negligence in a site survey which failed to disclose extensive asbestos throughout the
site.

Group litigation for 129 farmers against the National Farmers Union, arising out of the NFU’s advice not to pursue lost SLOM
milk quota. There was a trial of 10 test cases over 6 weeks (Dent v National Farmers Union), following which the remaining
cases were settled over the following year.

Moffat v Burges Salmon [2004] PNLR 13 – Group litigation on behalf of 34 of the above farmers, who had been advised not to
pursue the NFU, as a result of which part of their claims had become statute barred.

Partnership

Recent Cases

Loveridge v Loveridge [2021] EWCA Civ 1697 – Partnership issues running alongside applications for amendment to unfair
prejudice petitions, striking out and interim injunctions, in which Lance acted for the successful appellants.

Loveridge v Loveridge [2020] EWCA Civ 1104 – Interim relief in unfair prejudice petitions and partnership dispute, in which
Lance acted for the successful appellants.

Arbitrators
Lance has experience in this field across a wide range of matters.
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Insurance & Reinsurance
Lance has experience in this field across a wide range of matters.

International
Lance has experience in this field across a wide range of matters.

Mediators
Lance has experience in this field across a wide range of matters.

Testimonials
“The complete package: clear, concise advice; commercial awareness; responsive and user friendly; and great in court. Watching
him dismantle the opposing client in the stand is a joyous experience.”

Legal 500 2026

“Lance works incredibly hard; he doesn't just delegate to his juniors, but is always all over the detail.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Lance has the relatively rare combination of being a first-class brain and a high-quality advocate. He is very responsive and very
aware of the bigger picture in complex matters.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“If you have a serious problem, Lance is on the shortlist of people you can call to find a solution. ”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Lance Ashworth KC works incredibly hard. He is across the detail and able to distil all of it down to its essentials.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Lance is incredibly well prepared and can be relied upon to find a solution to the problem. He puts in the hours and is available
24/7 to answer questions. It's a fantastic service that he provides.”

Chambers & Partners 2026
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“Lance is very hands-on as a silk and was superb on cross-examination.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“He is excellent on his feet and can make all the difference in a big claim.”

Chambers & Partners 2026

“Lance is the complete package: clear, concise advice; commercial awareness; responsive and user friendly; and great in court.”

Legal 500 2026

“Incredibly well prepared, he is able to hold his own at the highest level. Lance's work ethic is a huge strength.”

Legal 500 2026

“Lance is an outstanding advocate, who manages to be personable and professional in a manner that puts client at ease and
inspires confidence.”

Legal 500 2026

Appointments
Accredited Mediator

Deputy High Court Judge (Chancery Division)

Recorder, Crown Court & County Court

Recommendations
Chancery: Commercial (Chambers & Partners)

Commercial Dispute Resolution (Chambers & Partners)

Company (Chambers & Partners)

Restructuring / Insolvency (Chambers & Partners)

Commercial litigation (Legal 500)

Company & Partnership (Legal 500)

Insolvency (Legal 500)
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Professional Negligence (Legal 500)

Dispute Resolution: Commercial (Chambers Global)

Dispute Resolution: Commercial Chancery (Chambers Global)

Insolvency & Restructuring (Best Lawyers)

Publications
“Thomas Cook’s ghost hotels – what will happen to its empty holiday resorts?” The Telegraph, October 2019

“Public sector outsourcing giant Interserve stares into the abyss, 14 month on from Carillion’s collapse” City A.M, March
2019

“Directors’ duties to creditors in the UK: Ripe for reform?” (with Matthew Morrison and James Mather) – International
Insolvency & Restructuring Report 2018/19, Capital Markets Intelligence.
Precedents section for Mithani: Directors: Disqualificaiton Contributor

“The year of the CVA: is there a need for change?” PLC Magazine, 29 June 2018

“Consider the impact of Carillion’s decline and fall” (with Zahler Bryan) Law 360, 28 Febraury 2018 “Carillion Liquidation”
(with Zahler Bryan) PLC Magazine, January/February 2018

Memberships
COMBAR

Chancery Bar Association

Midlands Chancery & Commercial Bar Association

Education & Qualifications
MA, Pembroke College, Cambridge

In the Press
Comments: “New evaluator role in pre-pack scrutiny too vague” – Accountancy Age, October 2020

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/news/thomas-cook-ghost-hotels-future-bleak/
https://www.cityam.com/public-sector-outsourcing-giant-interserve-stares-into/
https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-015-3943?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&firstPage=true&comp=pluk&bhcp=1
https://www.serlecourt.co.uk/profile/zahler-bryan/
https://www.serlecourt.co.uk/profile/zahler-bryan/
https://accountancyage.com/2020/10/30/new-evaluator-role-in-pre-pack-scrutiny-too-vague/


 
9

Contact
6 New Square
Lincoln’s Inn, London, WC2A 3QS

DX 1025 LDE
Telephone +44 (0) 20 7242 6105
Fax +44 (0) 20 7405 4004

Out of hours
Nick Hockney: +44 (0)7702 159953
Dan Wheeler: +44 (0)7714 853641

General enquiries
clerks@serlecourt.co.uk

Comments: “Thomas Cook’s ghost hotels – what will happen to its empty holiday resorts?” The Telegraph, October 2019

Comments: “Public sector outsourcing giant Interserve stares into the abyss, 14 months on from Carillion’s collapse” –
CityAm, 14 March 2019

Comments: “Homebase faces make-or-break vote on rescue plan” – The Independent, 1 September 2018

Comments: “The use of CVAs and the shape of the high street” – The Independent, 10 June 2018

Comments: “The use of CVAs and the shape of the high street” – City A.M., 8 June 2018

Comments: “The use of CVAs and the shape of the high street” – The Barrister, 7 June 2018

Comments: “High Court judgment shines light on shadow directors” – Accountancy , 18 April 2018

Comments: “High Court rules on duties of “shadow directors” (with Matthew Morrison) – Estates Gazette, 16 April 2018

Additional Information
Chairman of Middlesex Lord’s Taverners’ Committee

Former Chairman of the Midlands Legal Support Trust

Bar Council Trustee on the Access to Justice Foundation (2014-2021)

Founder trustee of the Medical Research Fund Coventry & Warwickshire ADR Group

BSB Registration
Lance Dominic Piers Ashworth KC

VAT Number
487181612

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/news/thomas-cook-ghost-hotels-future-bleak/
https://www.cityam.com/public-sector-outsourcing-giant-interserve-stares-into/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/homebase-store-closures-job-losses-rescue-plan-vote-cva-a8516086.html
https://www.accountancydaily.co/high-court-judgment-shines-light-shadow-directors
https://www.serlecourt.co.uk/profile/matthew-morrison-kc/

